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Ee ae sg 952 sees CONCORD; NH. 
“Har, Ne ee 
Mr, James Je os Coumissioner Fd ; e" 
Department of Public Welfare Be F My oe 
State louse-dinnex - : eee | 


Reference is made to your letter of Novenber 27, 1951, We have no- 
record of this lctter in our offices —— eke mater! has psiger prea - 


us @ copy, and we now macke reply. 


You have asked whether a person rooting ty ‘eins in a public 5 in~ = v <°¢ 
stitution may acq quire a scttlonent. - se 


By statute, settlenent requires donteile for a ported of five yoarsck: Goa 
A legal domicile is acquired by the followings © . ion a EE RY 
1, Resiceace (bodily presence) - | 
Ze Witn tne intent to renin; 
3. Yor an indefinite period : 
4, ° \3ith the intent to ghandon the old domicile; 


“5S. Not under compulsion or restraint. 
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If the five requircmnts listed above sre setisfied, thea the ‘perso ae ee 
would be domiciled in the towm or city where the institution is locatad, mee 

Settl cmont depends on de: wicile, and uncer chapter 125, s. 2, i, omy. bes 
person over 21 years of ace who has had his donicile in any town in the stato | 
for a period of five consecutive years, shall theroby gain a settle erent in iS 
such towme i: 


Under section 7, of chapter 123, no person shall have a hone for the 
purpose of gaining a settlement waiile assisted as a pawper, Therefore it _ 
would seem that regardless of whether a person a a public institution | 
voluntarily, if he is being supported as a pauper, he may gain a ape: bat. 
not a setticnent. a 
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Mr. Janes J. Barry o~2— - March 31, 1952 


The term “by choice," may mean that the person is paying his own 
way in the institution. If this is s0, then section 7 would not apply, and 
if the requirements for domicile and settlement are mot, then such person 
has gained his settlement in the town or city where the institution is located. - 


In relation to the person who is self-supporting and later requires . ape 
support, section 8, of chapter 125 states that any person who shall becom & - 
peuper or public charge while at a public institution, or within tuiree months | 
after leaving such institution, shall be chargeable for support to the county = 
in which he last resided before entecigg such institution, unless seth person ~ 
has 2 settlement in soz tom, or some other county is liable fer his support, — 
Thcrofore, in your hypothetical case, if the self-supporting person had gained = | 
2 settlement before requiring aid, then the responsibility for his care would .. | 
rest on the town of his settlement, , Paging § oe . ikl sg) aia SE I 
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As 211 questions relating to the acquisition of a settlexent depend mee f 
upon an application of the facts of a particular case to the law, it ise) aie p% 
usually impossible to definitely state just wacre a person's settlezent is’ ess .U. PF" 
without the complete factual situation, In this regard, if the above is not 

to this office could be apphied to the lay as outlined above, 
answer given. | ee BE Eg geeh ater gos 


i Warren E. Waters | 
Assistent Attorney General 
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